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Anecdotal & Running Record Pack 
This pack includes two commonly used observation methods in Australian early childhood 
education and care settings: Anecdotal Records and Running Records. Both formats 
support the planning cycle under EYLF V2.0 and help educators document children’s 
learning, development, interactions, and interests. 

When to Use These Observation Methods 
Anecdotal records are useful for capturing meaningful moments, emerging skills, or social 
interactions in a concise format. Running records are more detailed and involve 
continuously recording what a child says and does over a specific time period. 

These templates can be used for: 
• Learning documentation 
• Critical reflection 
• Planning next steps 
• Assessment evidence 
• Family communication 
• RTO and university assessment tasks 
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Template 1 – Anecdotal Record 
Child Name ________________________________________ 
Date / Time ________________________________________ 
Educator ________________________________________ 
Location / Experience ________________________________________ 
Observation Describe the significant moment, 

interaction, or behaviour observed. 
 

Analysis of Learning What learning, development, or disposition 
is evident? 

EYLF / MTOP Links Which outcomes, practices, or principles 
connect to this observation? 

Possible Next Steps How could this learning be extended or 
revisited? 

Family Input Optional comments or connections from 
home. 

 
Notes: 
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Template 2 – Running Record 
A running record captures a continuous sequence of events over a set period of time. It 
focuses on objective recording rather than interpretation during the observation. 

Time What the Child Did / Said Context or Notes 
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Reflection After Observation 
Patterns or Interests Observed ________________________________________ 
Social / Emotional Development ________________________________________ 
Communication or Language Skills ________________________________________ 
Possible Learning Outcomes ________________________________________ 
Future Planning Ideas ________________________________________ 

Observation Tips 
• Focus on objective descriptions before interpretation. 
• Record children’s exact words where possible. 
• Avoid assumptions or labels. 
• Link observations back to learning outcomes and planning. 
• Use multiple observations over time to identify patterns and progress. 
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